Q: What is a Cottage School?

A: The Cottage School provides traditional classroom instruction to homeschooled students.
Our students attend classes at All Saints Reformed Presbyterian Church on Mondays and
Thursdays (K-6).

Q: How does the Cottage School operate?

A: Classes meet on Mondays (grades K—6) and Thursdays. Students receive direct instruction
from the teacher, begin work with guidance during class time, and are given clear, specific daily
assignments to complete at home. We provide report cards, testing and lesson accountability,
and a structured, Christian classroom environment designed to support homeschooling families.
Our teachers are experienced, capable, and committed to partnering well with parents.

Families can expect a predictable weekly rhythm, with clear expectations for both class
days and home days.

Q: How much are parents involved in teaching at home?

A: This program is a partnership and is not independent study. Parents oversee daily work at
home—ensuring assignments are completed carefully, helping students review material, and
reinforcing mastery—while teachers provide the instruction, structure, and guidance.

Parents are supervising and reinforcing daily work, not creating lessons or teaching
material on their own.

Q: How many hours per day should students expect to work?

A: This varies by student and age. Many families find it helpful to structure their home days
similarly to a traditional school day (roughly 9:00-3:00). Older students typically spend about an
hour per subject per day, with adjustments made as needed based on pace and ability.

Younger students usually complete their work in significantly less time, especially in the
early grades.



Q: Do all students take Latin?

A: Yes. Latin is central to our program, and all students begin Latin in second grade.

No prior Latin experience is required, and instruction is paced to support beginners.

Q: Can students choose individual classes?

A: No. Students are enrolled in the full program; we do not offer individual or a la carte classes.

This allows us to maintain consistency, academic coherence, and shared expectations
across classrooms.

Q: What is the student—teacher ratio?

A: Kindergarten classes are kept intentionally small, typically around a 10:1 ratio. Most other
classes operate between 14:1 and 16:1.

These ratios allow teachers to know students well while still maintaining a true
classroom environment.

Q: What do you mean by “traditional” and “classical”?

A: Traditional instruction means classes are teacher-led, orderly, and academically focused.
Students are expected to listen attentively, raise hands before speaking, and show respect for
authority. Classroom conduct matters, and younger students are gently but consistently trained
in appropriate behavior.

As a classical program, our core subjects include Latin, Classical Studies, Literature,
Composition, and Math, with an emphasis on mastery and disciplined thinking through the
classical tradition.

Our approach is firm but calm, with clear expectations and age-appropriate guidance.



Q: Are there extracurricular activities?

A: Not at this time, though we hope to add opportunities in future years.

Our current focus is on providing a strong academic and classroom foundation.

Q: Is the curriculum provided?

A: Yes. We use Memoria Press curriculum, and a book list is published each spring for the
upcoming year. Families purchase the required books.

All materials are clearly outlined in advance so families can plan and prepare.

Q: Is the curriculum challenging?
A: A classical education is demanding, and the Cottage School follows a traditional pace with

an emphasis on steady, consistent effort.

The program is designed for students willing to work diligently, not only for those who
are naturally advanced.

Q: Are there social opportunities for students and families?

A: Yes. Students have time before class to connect with friends, and all students share lunch
and recess together. We also host ceremonies, orientations, community events, and seasonal
gatherings throughout the year.

Q: How are parents supported in their teaching role?

A: Families are encouraged to attend the annual Memoria Press conference, which includes
dedicated training for homeschool parents, and our orientations provide practical guidance for
success at home. Administrators are available throughout the year to offer direction and support



as needed.

Parents are not expected to navigate challenges on their own.

Q: Are teachers certified?

A: As an independent school, we hire teachers based on subject knowledge, experience, and
demonstrated teaching ability rather than state certification..

Our focus is on competence, clarity, and effective instruction.

Q: Are uniforms required?

A: Yes. Uniforms are required, and guidelines are published on our website. Consistent
adherence is expected, and we ask parents to partner with us in this area.

Uniforms help establish order, minimize distraction, and reinforce a shared culture.

Q: How do families apply?

A: Applications are available on our website during enrollment season, which opens mid- to late
January. Current families receive priority, and a deposit is required with the application.

If a student cannot be placed due to a waitlist, the deposit will be refunded in full.

Q: How should families prepare for a new school year?

A: Families are encouraged to read quality literature regularly, practice math and phonics as
needed, and maintain good reading habits throughout the summer.

These recommendations are meant to support readiness, not to create pressure.
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